THE UNLAWFULNESS OF ALL WARS 'AND FIGHTINGS UNDER THE GOSPEL. 
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From the earliest. period of the Vibe be our de; Society "e 
wars and fightings are wholly/incotigistent with the' Gogpel ' wroteon 
prezent time thus to 8et forth the scriptoral grotiids of this principle.” 

'We have ever actepted "the Holy Scriptures as of divine authority; and vain ha therein to honour 
the Lord Jesus Christ as ont Lawgiver and our King, we' 'have felt it to*be'an incumbent duty to obey his 
| Among these precepts 1 we have received in their full and comprehensive import those injunctions 
giren forth by our Lord in his"sermon 'on” the Mount :'' Love your "etemics;' bless them' that curse you, 
do good t6 them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully' use you, and persecute you:”). These 
comnitinds '6f  Christ are plain and unequivocal, and if we thus accept them; and are enabled through his 
grace to obey them without flinching and without compromise; we'tchin take no part in' war; for bow can 
we destroy' those whom 'we' are taught to love, or injure'those whoni' we are commanded to bless ? How 
cat we'86ek to-kill 'thise to whom * 'we are ras pens W do' nyt 'or: treat with malevolenee or vole those 
for rhont we” are enjoined: to'pray ? © | a C1943, MEU 

Notezwon' is more clearly taught'/in the Gogpel than the toigironbid of rxifubts ''This Sun's is Abe 
enjoined 'by”i our Lord himself. It is even made the condition on which: we are t6'askfor the pardon of our 
onn offences *: ** Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” * If ye forgive not men their trespasses 
neither will your Father forgive 'your' trespasses.”* ' How 'solemn are his Exprexions' when Speaking of the 
punichinent'sf the nnmerciful servant!  '* So likewise shall my heavenly Father'do also unto you, if ye from 
yur hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespaszes.”* Thus does the law of Christ strike at the root 
WW revenge® it forbids all vindictive feelings, even when an injury is committed or an insult is offered; it pre- 
rats all animoxities and «rife; it cuts off the exercise of retaliation ; it eradicates the very elements of war. 

Noris it by precept alone'that our Lord has taught us that we are not tofight: He'/is himself © The Prince 
«Peace;”* and it 'accordance with this blessed character He hath left us at example that 'we should follow 
his teps* ati example which'to the Christian ought. of itself to be a conclusive authofity' against all war; 
firif weare the disciples of Christ, we' ought ourselves 80 to walk even as He walked: 7 *'Who, when be 
nm reviled, Teviled' not” again ; when he snffered, he threatened 'not; but committed himself to him 
that judgeth righteously. "* He rebuked his disciples when' they 80ught to exercise'revenge, saying, © Ye 
ow not what manner of 'spirit ye are of; for the Son of man is not cotne to''destroy men's lives, but to 
ure them,” Tf we follow the example of Him who went about doing good, and who prayed even for his 
murderers, © Father, forgive them; [for they know 'not what they do,”* how can'we either directly or 
indirectly do violence or injury to others ? Neither will the Christian who' rightly estimates the example of 
his Lord be dispoed to elude or restrict it, or to weaken its force by any arguments' of casuistry or expe- 
diency.” He'will not” have one standard 'for his private, and another for his public duties. That which 
preceribes'his condact as a man, will regulate it also as a subject and a citizen, and even as a ruler. His 
demeanour in every relation of life will proclaim his undivided allegiance to the Prince of Peace, and will 
how that he is wholly redeemed from the spirit and the practice of wars and fightings. 

Did the precepts and the example of their Lord thus regulate the lives of professing Christians, how 
would their consistent conduct exert 'its powerful influence over their fellow-countrymen, until the pure 
md peaceable principles of the Gospel gave the impress of their own blessed character to the' community at 
| lge! 'Thus' would the coming of that day be hastened,; when, according to the language of ancient 
enngelical prophecy,' men * shall beat their 8words'into plowsbares, and their pears into pruninghooks: 
nation 'shatl net ft up 8word against nation, neither hall they learn war any more.” _ 

ltis true that in the inscrutable wisdom of his providence, the Almighty was at times pleazed, ailidet a 
former dispenication, to permit and to anthorize war for the punishment of nations for their wickedness : 

- but this is no warrant for vs to fight. We can plead no 8uch authority ; we are living under that adminis. 
tration of | grace and truth which came by Jesus Christ."* His advent upon earth was ushered in by a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying; © Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
pac, goodwill” toward men.” ”” Tt is the purpose of our heavenly Father that mankind should be brought 
underthe pawer of this grace and this trath. As this becomes the case, that love to our native land and 
that affection to our countrymen which are nataral to us, are enlarged, exalted, and purified. Under the 
mcred and blessed influence of the love of Christ, we not only seek to live in harmony with onr own conn- 
trymen, and'in the performance of acts of brotherly kindness towards them ; but, under the expansive power 
of the 8ame heavenly principle, we acknowledge the people of every nation, of e+ fy colour, and of every 
dime, as our brethren, the children of one and the same Almighty Parent, our Father in heaven. | Regard- 
ing them in this relation, we desire to serve them, to help them, and to do them good; we feel that 
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to injurs: \or\ ty\destroy tliem''i6 to.-vidlate thats brotireghgad\ whitch, God Has\extablighed between; if—is to 
transgress that holy law of Ph 4 H9oOTy: which is the distinguishing characteristic of the dominion 
of our Lord and Saviour. , 

We have observed with 


Fe "IDp [and thankfulness, that the Holy Scriptures have been widely 


distributed, ;im Heathen, andy Eden, nations. in, the; native: Japguoges, of the ;pepple:iand that, the 
truths. of .the Gospel; haye jet" WIEh. a ready [acceptanee by 3n2ny;.Bho,bnd[berp living. in anncantition, 
idolatry, and vice. But it ought, never 1a he pleaded, by Ann Jastabication of war and, FongueRt,;yhat these 
may prepaxe.tbg; way, for the;extengion of the, kingdom'of apr holy, Redegwer aygr nations Sypk, in,jignorance 
and. darkpesy. ;;i[14 onr;apprebension; it j8.;bjghly. displegsing, m:jhe.gight,of Gad.,forithe inhabitants of '® 
Christjzn, countay to. pervert those talents. which ought. to; hays. been devoted. to, His gerrice, te, the ipyeption 

and, exexcise af; means for the, 8uhjugation,and oppreaxiom of.less enlightened; nopptrieq om] bat, mL 


military axmaments. should, baye exer gone; forth, jo. any of thoze lands, gpreadiug,. degalations mivery,.. and | 


death among, the apoffending jnhabitants, we;canpoj; hut,regard, 8,4 mgpronchit9 people who profygs.to, be 
the followers of .Hijm, who, washoly; harmless, undebled, and, Fepanatse, from SINNCFS'):{ 11: # 19d} yodo of $9575 

- Eyercin.times (of), outward tranquillity, military, colleges.,apd,;ofher, gstablichments, are maintained . ip 
ations: ; Proſeasing the Goppel of, Christ, ip . which, mep | are,; frained . for ,xcarriors, and degjenedly. unbyed 
with sentiments of human glory and ambition. For rational beings, posvreSing,mmartal S9818,.apd all 


created by the x2me. merciful; Father, to be systematicolly jingtracted, inthe art,of wounding, aud killing cach | 


other, and. to exarcige.;their skill to do, this mogt;effectually, is jp itae}f,0 utterly,apposedite the, pracepts of 
Christ, and therefaxe siaful, that,nothing but the force, of, education, apd lang, familiarity, with the. practice.and 
the history of war, can have. reconciled, gincere, profeqprsof faith in, Him. to the.continupace, of this practice. 

Welive at,a time when; the: principles. of .iaviolable peace aze- .not:generally embraced. by gither xalers or 
people; ;jt thezeſore bebgves, thoge,who maintain. them. to, eagdeaypur, to; be, $eparated, from the. spirit. and 
the, poliey, ofthis world ;-and, tim the. exergige of a tendex congeience,;to.be, gp, their 2289 that: they. do.not, 


in any of theix trangactions, act contrary. to, their, high; profesiang,, .They, nok only, have; $9, gyard/againat 
being; concerned,.inj either offensjye.or. deſensive war, but against beaning, arms. for; aggregion; gr Jeſence. 


On oceasiops of, pablic\excitement or;party, politics, they have especial peed .tq, watch,.unte prayer, apd to 
let their communication, be good, to. the, uee pf .ediſying, that jt, mag) miniaten \ET4ce; unto, the bearers.:! if 
civil. tumults/ arise . and; military. force, be ;resarted. to, at, is ,alike, inopwbept"upon thew; to, maintain this 
watchfulness, and to; be, careful that, they, do. nol weaken. themselves by trustipg.ip. this pgang of, protec- 
tion: when, war prevails, and. battles, are fought by sea, and ;land, it. hecomes:the, faithful -$ybject,, of the 


Prinee of Peace not. to. place; his dependence, gn. fleets, or axmies ;. nor.to.allow. in himgelC.gr countenance.in 


others, ,anything.at variance with, the patience, the quietness,jor-the,xeliance of a Qhrigtian, How forgible 
and bow: applicable.on,guch, occasions, is. the declaration, of, Haly; Seripture,f.,They;that,;trust in, the; Lond 


sball, be, as Mount. Zion, which. cannqt be; xemoyed'};;*..,,To,them He begomes.as.a shighd; and A,wall,of 


deſence, round, about them; and they,may bumbly $ay,* The,rgok of my stzeugth, and my.reſugs, iin.God!”! 
We take comfort in the .persnasion, that the, peaceable principles. of.,the Gogpel, are spreaging in the 
world.:, we ,are thankful in, having. beep permitted. to, liye;in, fag, hep, pnder the, cheering: jnfluence of 


peace, ,a friendly . intercourse ,between nations, formerly enemies tq;pach Nther, bas hegu, long; maintained. | 


Their inhabitants haye, travelled, from ons country to; another, jin that copfidence, and Fecyrity; which; a. firm 
peace, brings with. it, exchapging! acts of, friendship and, kindness, and. iy many jnStanees, Feceiving and 
impartivg;that knowledge, which would: promote. the happjness ope, of another, - Nhe,ingtivations of nations 
have; been improved, and, the moral and zeligious welfare of the.people bas)been: promoted: We. have vith 
great, Satisfaction. abseryed, that, in., ome, jnstances, gf later, times, digputes between nations.of | profeging 
Christendom have; been, peacgably,. sgttled tby, referring, them, to ;the arbitration, of.,other, poyers.,., We 
earnestly desire that this, amicable method; of. adjustipg ary Sag between. gaverpments, May heggme more 

ang more, general, until it sball be. invariably adopted... J;1 1G mobaty ofa gt oft at 201 ont 5 11 
\ WW. hilst advocating the, views of the, course. of life which, a, ennpiatant, Qbciatinn, opld adopt, and priefly 
adyerting t9 ome. of thoye;practices which,lead from the. tight way of the Lord, we feel bound to. declare,our 
bigh yalue ſor the benefits of civil Government, and to acknawledge.the duty, of cheerfully gubmitting to it, 
and, yielding a ,xeady; obgdience to its authority, in; all. cages in, which the lays of Christ.ia wgt eopmpromixed. 
Byt there are cages in; which we congider that this/law is compromized. , Amongst thess, wg haye, es + Gig 
Society,; uniformly, included the performance.gf military gervice;, and the;hiring, of a;gpdatitute jn,the, place 
of xuch, requisition, ang als the,payment of military rates;,when theme, are, enſarced, we. but Fjght © 

_subupit to the, congequences of. a refusal.in.a meek and, patient Spirit; 1; to oonofiut boenld boy 119, 
1 We,are very,censible that to liye. in, the full observance.afitheilaw, of, righteowmess 20d, peaee, is high 
\Chrjian attainment, .,In our fallen, anregenenate. 8tate, w8,49n0t, do wthis.;; We. are by pature, Prone.1 
walios and, revenge ;.those Jysts whiob give zise/to, yars, and fightings do, war. in gur members, , It 19,90) 
. by guhmitting) to, the. converting;power, of the. Holy Spirit, and. sarrendering, ourselyes to. the rule, of Him 


who came to finish ramgrogton, as well as to make reconciliation for Imquity,. that we are enabled to yarn. 
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mend our principles to the favourable acceptance of others. We have, however, reverently to acknowledge 
that in the mercy of God many have been strengthened, at different periods of time, thus to adorn their 
profession of the truth ; and when surrounded by threatenings, persecutions, and imminent danger, to give 
proof that because they were Christians they could not fight. In the recent as well as in the earlier history 
of our own religious body, we have ample evidence of the all-sufficiency of the protecting, preserving 
power of the Most High, and of the blessedness of trusting in Him alone in 8uch times of extremity. 

With these views of the precepts and example of our Saviour, and of the character and requirements of 
the Gospel dispensation, we feel that it is our duty, not only to 8eek, through the help of the Holy Spirit, to 
be ourselves conformed to them, but to make them known to our neighbours, and to promote their universal 
riception. We would therefore affectionately entreat all our fellow-professors of the Gospel to be willing 
to examine and 8ee these things for themselves, by the help of that light which maketh all things manifest— 
the light of the Spirit of God. In proportion as this light is received and followed in faith, the under- 
standing is opened to behold the excellency and the fulness of the Divine law ; and many things are per- 
ceived to be contrary to it, which before were not 80 regarded. As the Scriptures are read with a single 
eye, and in dependence on that Spirit by which they were given forth, it will we believe be een, that war, 
whatever form it may assume, is opposed to the religion of Jesus Christ, that it is a violation of his righteous 
law, and hence that it is sin, © for sin is the transgression of the law.” * Pureand holy as are the commandments 
of God, they are not too pure for mankind to observe, otherwise they would not have been enjoined. We are 
not commanded to do that which our Heavenly Father will not enable us to perform. 

In the love of Christ, that love which desires the present and eternal happiness of the whole human race, 
we earnestly commend these gospel truths to all who bear His name. Under a measure of the same love 
we are bold to make our appeal, in an especial manner, to the rulers of every nation professing the religion 
of our Lord and Saviour. We beseech them, in their deliberations and councils, whether in the senate or 
the cabinet, continually to bear in remembrance the righteousness, the love, and the forbearance inculcated 
by our Lord and his apostles ; and we entreat our fellow Christians of every clime, and every description 
among men, Seriously to reflect on those unchristian habits and dispositions which are fostered and strength- 
ened by a military life, and on the sin of occupying the time, which is entrusted to us for nobler purposes, 
in devising the means and acquiring the art of distressing and killing others—of cutting short the earthly 
existence of those who are deemed the enemies of their country, and thus hurrying them into the presence 
of a just and righteous God. 

We desire that religiously-concerned parents may be brought to see the evil of suffering their children 
to be trained in the art and science of war. May all who are entrusted with the education of the young, 
be enabled, in the fear of God, and under the influence of heavenly wisdom, to impress them with a sense 
of the miseries and sinfulness of war, to guard them, especially when reading history or biography, whether 
ancient or modern, against those false principles of honour, which are often acquired in early life, and 
against an admiration of the deeds or renown of those who have been the destroyers of the human race. O 
that our fellow-professors of the Christian religion would renounce the vain-glory and pomp of military 
achievements, and that policy which leads to aggrandizement, retaliation, and enmity—that in national, 
not less than in individual intercourse they would cherish a desire that all may be done in strict accordance 
vith the precept, © All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 80 to them.” * 
Then we reverently believe that He whose prerogative it is to bestow his blessing or to withhold it, would 
proper the couneels of those who thus acted in obedience to his law, would grant them national peace and 
happiness, and make them a blessing to all around them. 

Living in love and goodwill towards the whole family of man, the servants of the Lord Jesus would 
be found endeavouring, through his help, to lessen the mass of human misery, vice, and crime, to pull 
dom the strongholds of sin and Satan, and to extend the peaceable reign of the Messiah. Exercising 
faithin Him whom they call their Lord, and fully acting up to his commands, they would, through the 
grace that is in them, be made instrumental in Jeavening those around them, by the force of Christian 
example, as with the leaven of the kingdom of our Holy Redeemer, that kingdom which is ultimately to 
perrade and prevail over all ; when the heathen are to be given to Him for an inheritance, and the utter- 
mogt parts of the earth for a possession,* when the kingdoms of this world are to become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of his Christ ;* when violence shall no more be heard in the land, wasting nor destruction 
vithin its borders ;*—and when those memorable wor of the prafer which our Lord taught his disciples 
Shall be fulfilled, © Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.”* Amen. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Meeting aforesaid, by 


GEORGE STACEY, 
Clerk to the Meeting this year. 
1 John, iii. 4. 2 Matt. vii. 12. _ * Psſalmii. 8. 4 Rev. xi. 159. 5 Tsaiah, 1x. 18. s Matt. vi. 10. 
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An Epiſtle to the Monthly, and Quarterly Meetings of 
Friends; in England and Wales, | 


Relating to our Friends and Brethren, Sufferers by reaſon of the 
| late Warrs in Hreland. 


Londen, the fifih Day of the ſixth Month, 1692: 
Dearly beloved Friends and rethten; 


E Salute you in the Living Communion, and Fellowſhip of the ay wy of 
| | Chriſt; in which we are made one People, and united into one Body, by the 
Divine Opperation of the One holy Spirit, that hath given us a tender Sence 
of each others AﬀfiQions and Conſolation; in which Sence we Pray God preſerveus All to 
the end of our Dayes. | | 
Dear Ftiends, The Occaſion of theſe Linesare to remind you of the Tiſfrefſed Conditt- 
Bn of our Friends and Brethren, pertakers of the ſame Grace and Faith with Us, Inhabitants 
of the Kingdom of Ireland, whoſe Suffering Caſe was ſpoken to at the laſt Yearly Meet- 
ing, as their Circumſtances then were underſtood, and ſomething was ordered to be ſent 
them for their preſent Relief; which accordingly we have taken care in; Andliince the ſaid 
Yearly Meeting we have received divers ſad Accounts of the great Diſtreſſes, and De- 
ploreable Conditfon, ' many dear Friends are in at their return out of England, &c, Fin- 
ding upon their Eſtates neither Houſe, Corn nor Cow, or any thing for their preſent Re- 
lief;, and ſome that dureing the Warrs retired into Cities and great Towns, from the 
fury of the Armies, were Relieved by other Friends that had ſomething left. Now ſince 
the Warrs are over there, are gone out to Vifit their former Habitations, and finds great 
Waſte and Ruin, ſo that till they are put ina way to raiſe ſomething for their Subſiſtance, 
their Condition ſeems to be more Miſerable now, than in the time of Warr, tho more hope- 
fulin a Year or two to be recovered, if by ſome. ſpeedy Aſhſtance in this Time of their 


. 


OT | | 
. - And in tender Co tion of theſe things, and alſo the Care referred to this Meeting, 
by the laſt Yearly Meeting, to Manage this Aftaire, as we ſhould ſee meet, for the further - 
Relief of our ſaid Friends and Brethren there, who were large in their Adminiſtring to us, 
when we were underour great Suffcrings here in Englendand Wales, (tho not compareable to 
theirs. ) And therefore, dear Friends, we deſire your Hearts may be Enlarged in Bowels of 
Brotherly Love (eſpecially thoſe among You, whom the Lord hath made Stewards of mnch 


£4 of ay ” x 
"£6 


of this World's Goods) Tenderly to Commiſſerate, and Chearfully and Liberally to Contribute _ 


to their Wants. 


And we hope the Lord will enlarge Your Hearts, eſpecially thoſe of you that are Rich in this 
World, in Brotherly Love readily to contribute, through Your reſpe&ive Counties : And it 
is recommended to the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in England and Wales, 
who are delired to take Care therein, with as much convenient ſpeed as may be, and to re- 
turne the ſaid Colleftions to William Mead, William Trouch, William Wacket, 
John Staploe, Cornelious Paſon and Joſeph Wright,or any of them, and this Meeting 
_ take Care readily to Remit, or ſend the ſame for the ſervice of our Suffering Friends, as 

oreſaid. | 

So committing Youin this, and in all other your good Works and Services for the Truth, 
to the Guidance of that Univerſal Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, in whom we have Life, 


and I, and Sweet and Heavenip Communion. We remain Your Friends ane 
Brethren + 


| Signed at, and in behalf of the Meerixg for Suffering Friends, 


Steven Criſp, Samuel Waldenfield, Themas Cooper, 
William Crouch, Fobs V aughton, John Field, 
Francis Camfield, TJohn Staploe, William Ingram, 
George Whitehead, Tohn Eage, George Older, 
williem Mead, Theodor Eccleflon, TFoſiah Els, 
Tok Edridge, Michael Raſſel, Waker Benthall. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
Humbly Offered to the d 


| Members of Parhamenc, 


To Obviate ſome Evil Jealouſies and 
Deſigns, againſ{t the People called 


LUVAK ERS 


| 1 iZat this Nation doth conſiſt of People differing in Perſwaſion 


of Religion one from another, is unqueſtionable. 
That Coercion hath been found InecfteQtual to bring all 
Men to Believe alike, is unqueſtionable*alfo. | 
-- That the Prudence and Wiſdom of our Legiſlators, upon the late 
Revolution, thought ir better to unite the King's Pzoteſtant 
Subjects in Jntereſt and Aﬀection, by. ſuſpending certain 
Penal Laws. | | | 

That it hath had an agreeable EffeQt in moſt places in Englazd, 
except where a few diſcontented Perſons have not been eaſie, becauſe 
they wanted Laws to diſturb their Peaceable Neighbours. 

Though the People called Quakers are firſt the Objett of ſuch 
Mens Envy, yet if they can ruin the Qzakers, they are not like to 
reſt there. 

Pretentions of Popiſh Emifſaries (among us) are Old and Scandalous, - 
we are well known to our Neighbours ; and if they knew any ſuch 
Emiſſaries, the Law is ſtill open againſt them, and we queſtion not 
our Adverſaries Adtiveneſs to have found them out, though it were 
only to blemiſh us. 

The Care we have of our Poor is well known, and, 

FF He jo well approved, and our Zeal to prevent diſorderly Con- 

Contribure our yerfation among us, We hope is Juſtifiable in the 

a 9% Fye of the Government, and all Religious People, 

Pcs, 2vanf ” and yet both, UnpraQticable without Meetings for 
thoſe Ends. 

If Virulent Accuſations of one anothers Principles ſhould be Coun- 
tenaned among Proteſtants, *rwould greatly tend to divert the good 
Intention of the Government, of Uniting in AﬀeQtion thoſe whom 
*tis hard to Unite in Perſwaſton. 
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Given forth by the Wemgn Friends at their ir Yearly- 
" « ' Meeting at YORK;. being 2 tender Salutation 
| of Love to their Friends and Siſters in their 
. ſeveral _—  —— 1n this County and 
elſewhere. | 
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Dear Friends and Ss hers,” 


for his ancient. _and. 

= ft to guide us in our Exerc & relatin 
to Church Aﬀairs; it hath pleaſed him 'to break in 
amonglt us in a glorious Manner, to our great Satisfaftion, and to fill 
our Meeting with his living Preſence, and crown our Aſſembly with 
his heavenly Power, and open the Fountain of Life unto us; and the 
Streams of his Love have been felt freely to flow amongſt us, and run 
| from Veſſel to Veſſel, to the gladding of our Hearts, which cauſeth 
| living Praifes, and hearty a eu to be rendered unto him 

who alone is worthy. 


living Teſtimonies delivered amongſt us, from the divine Openings 
of the Spirit of Life in many Brethren and Siſters, whereby we are 
fully ſatisfied that the Lord is well pleaſed with this our Service, and 
doth accept our Sacrifices and free-will Offerings, and returns an 
Anſwer of Peace into our Boſoms, which is greatly our Reward : 

Here hath alſo been--brought ſeveral Teſtimonies in Writing from 
divers of our Monthly-Meetings, to our great Satisfaction, touching 
the Care of Friends, for the Honour of God, and Proſperity of Truth 
in one another. And, dear Friends, in that unchangeable Love and 
precious 'Truth of our God, we dearly ſalute you, wherein our Rela- 
tion and Acquaintance with him, and one with another in Spirit, is 


daily 


And, Friends, we wats ſignify to you, that here have been many 
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wee; and. or Care and Concern for his Honour, and one 
Good, is ſtill continued: And therein we ſee there is as great 
lever, to watch over one .-anotherfar Good, though it hath 
od, in his infinite Mercy gf& Love, to give us a Day of 
j.Liberty g-to the. outwardfp-and> bath broken the Bonds of 
captives, dd bath fet the Yppreſſed free, and optned the 
_ doors th a good Meaſure z/living Praiſes be given to him for 
' And, now, Friends, it igfour Defire that we all may make a 

it; duos #Pnd of the Lord in it, and- neither 


take, nar Sie. Lib to that Part in any, which may give the Lord 
:Occaſton. to 


ar Bonds to be renewed; but in his Fear and holy 
Awe walk humbly before him in a holy and ſelf-denying Life, under 


the. Croſs of - Chriſt Jeſus, which daily crucifies us to the World, and 
the Workd to us, and fteacheth us to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Evſts, and to live righteoofly and ſoberly in this preſent World ; that 
-by our holy Lives and righteous Conver{ations, otiers ſeeing our good 
Works, may glorify our heavenly Father ; and that by our Truth-like 


and Chriſtian Behaviour, and. down-right Dealing in all our Aﬀairs 
amongſt the Children of Men, we may walk as becomes the Trath. 


And, dear Friends, join not with any ſort of People further than 
-will ſtand with Truth's Honour, and reach God's Witneſs in every 
Conſcience, but as much as in you lieth live peaceably with all Men, 
.and do Good unto all, eſpecially unto the Houſhold of Faith ; and fo 


daily fulfil the royal Law of -Love, in ſhewing to all Men that you 
are Chrifl's Diſciples, by loving him and one another. 


And, Friends, we cannot but warn you of the ſeparating Spirit 


which leads unto Strife, Contention and Jangling, and would 
thereby lay waſte your Concern for God's Honour and one another's 
Good ; this is that old Adverſary and Enemy of Mankind; who ir 


all Agcs went 2bout like a roaring Lion, fecking whom he might 
devour ; and, as a ravenous Wolf, ſometimes gets the Sheep's Cloath- 
ing, and never wants ſpecious Pretences to accompliſh his Deſign, and 
bring about his End, which is to divide, rend, tear, deſtroy, and 
ſeparate from God and one from another, and would lay waſte the 
Heritage of God, and make Spoil of his Plantation, and leave his ten- 
der Plants without Care, in the Briars and Thorns, and every hurtful 
Weed to wrap about them to hinder their Growth, and draw them 
out of their Order ; by reaſon of which, as in the Days of old, the 
Way of Truth might be evil ſpoken of : The Lord diſappoint him of 
his Purpoſe, and fruſtrate him of his End, is. our Prayer ; and keep us 
livingly ſenſable, that the End of the Lord, in all his fatherly Correc- 
tions, gentle Chaſtiſements, and kind Reproofs, hath been to preſerve 
us from the Snares of the Enemy : Therefore, dear Friends, be 
concerned for the Preſervation of one another in every of your 
reſpetive Monthly-mectings, and be faithful in performing your Ser- 
vice and Duty to God and one to another (as he opens it in you, and 
lays it vpon you) in Exhortation, Admonition and Reproof, in tender 
| Love, 
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Love; fotſo It wal be as the But of Giltal onto Hoke who | © 
wounded by the Wiles of the Enenvy. Por, Gear Then, te: thi 
very End-of otit Travaif and Labour of 1 R_ bat t be. f 

be fed, the Naked chathed, the Weak fitengthnel, 

and the-Wounded bealtd ; f that the ver) Gig 1 + 

the Flock may be. gathered into the. Old « of F 

NO Deſtroyer cat come, where the Rariſo 
Lord have the Songs of Deliverance and | 
giving him the Honoar who alone is onty fo 


. % us Fn -: 


And, Friends, let us ever rettrember thet 
cies of the Lord to us, and that it was not for ol efert any. 
Worthineſs in us, but his own Good=will, and for- k. $024 TC On OW 
which he heard our tmany Cries, -and had Regard * VE EE. = -- 
helped us through many Exerciſes at Trials inwardly Cat, | 
and hath been our Rock and Refoge, and our fare hiding Place, in 
many Storms and Exerciſes, and yet preſerves in perfe&t Peace all 
thoſe that truſt ih him, who keeps his new Creation full of Joy ; 
and the Voice of T bankſgiving and Melody is heard in our Land, 
and the Lord becomes into os the Place of broad Rivers, and makes 
us before him as well watered Gardefs, and affets our Hearts with 
his divine Love to praiſe his Name, 


er ll 
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And now to you young Wornen, whom out Souls love, and whom 
the Lord delighteth to do Good unto, and hath viſited with Taſtes 
of his Love; be you ordered by him in all Things, that in your , 
modeſt and chaſte Behaviour, your comely and decent Drefles in your 
Apparel, and in all other Things, you may be good Examples to 
others, not only thoſe that are without, but to ſome profeſſing the 
Faith; that in the Line of Life, and Language of Truth, we may 
ſpeak one to another and ſay, a you Daughters of Sion, ſhake 
yourſehves from the Duſt of the Earth, put on the beautiful Garments, 
even the Robes of Righteouſneſs, the Saints Chathing, the Ornament 
of a meek and quiet Spirit, And be not too careful for Preferment 
or Riches in this World,. but be careful to know the Lord to be your 
Portion, and the Lot of your Inheritance : Then Teſtimonies will 
ariſe as in the Days of old, Our Lot ts falln in @ good Ground, we 


have large Poſſeſſions. 


And, Friends, be not concern'd in Reference to Marriage out of 
God's Fear, but firſt wait to know your Maker to become your Huſ- 
band and the Bridegroom of your Souls, then you will come to know 
that you are not your own, tut that he muſt have the ordering and 
diſpoſing of you in Sou], Body and Spirit, which are all his; for he 
being the only One unto you, and the chiefeſt of Ten Thouſand 
amongſt you, he will be your Beloved and your Friend : O Friends ! 
this State is happy, and bleſſed are they that attain it, and live in it; 
the Lord is not unmindful of them, but in his own Time, if he ſee it 


good 
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' Ar d! | v Friends, who.are under the preſent Concern, and in your 
b- Day's Wiikl;-do it not negligently, nor with careleſs Minds, but be 
0 you diligent in every of your Women's Meetings, and order two faith- 


ful Women, in every Meeting, to take the Care upon them, and fo 
far as may anſwer Truth, do your Endeavours that nothing be 
praCtiſed amongſt you, but what tends to God's Honour and one 
another's Comfort ; let nothing be indulged or connived at in any, 
whereby Truth is diſhonoured ; and let that be cheriſhed and encou- 
raged in all, wherewith Truth is honoured : And theſe our Teſtimo- 
nies caſt not careleſly into. a Corner, but ſometimes peruſe them, and 
mark well the wholſom Advice therein, that our Travail may be 
anſwered; the Lord honoured, ' and. you reap the Benefit ; and let a 
right Record be kept from Month to Month, and from Year to Year, 


pe ) 0 | of the Lord's Dealing with us, and Mercy to us, to future Ages, that 
[ 


from Age'to Age, and one Generation to another, his own Works 
may-praiſe him : To whom all Praiſes belong, and be they aſcribed, 
both now and far ever. | 


From our Yearly-Meetin af York, the 28th of the Fourth 
Month, 1668. (Sk* by, 1688.) | 


| | Signed on. the Behalf of the Meeting, by 


CaTHARINE WHITTON, [|| Mary WairTg, , 
Jupira Bovlsy, | DEBORAH WINN, 
ELIZABETH SEDMAN, || EL1IZaBETH BeckwiTH, 
Frances TAYLOR, | Mary LINDLEY, 
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